Writing Rubric

	Stage
	Domain 1

Ideas

*Controlling Idea
*Main Points

*Details to elaborate main points

*Completeness
	Domain 2

Organization
*Introduction
*Grouping of Ideas

*Sequencing of Ideas

*Transitions

*Conclusion

	Domain 3

Style
*Effective vocabulary

*Tone/Voice

*Variety of Sentences
	Domain 4

Conventions
*Sentence formation

*Subject-verb agreement

*Standard word forms

*Mechanics

	1
	-Vague controlling ideas
-Few relevant main points

-Details, if present, are often irrelevant

-Limited student writing
	-Introduction is missing, brief, or difficult to recognize
-Few related ideas grouped together

-Few ideas are sequenced

-Few, if any, transitions

-Conclusion is missing or brief

-Limited student writing
	-Vocabulary is simple or confusing
-Tone and voice are flat

-Sentence lengths and structures are not varied

-Limited student writing
	-Most attempts at sentence formation result in run-ons and fragments.
-Several errors in subject-verb agreement.

-Several incorrect word forms.

-Several missing/misused commas and misspellings; capitalization and paragraph breaks are erratic

-Substantial need for editing; errors impede readability

	2
	-Controlling idea is vague or under-developed
-Some main points are relevant

-Relevant details are mixed with irrelevant details; details are few in number and general

-The writer addresses some aspects of the question
	-Intro is brief or simply announces main points
-Some related ideas are grouped

-Few ideas within paragraphs are sequenced

-Few transitions are present

-Conclusion is brief or simply reiterates main points
	-Most vocabulary is simple

-Simple word choice leads to an indistinct tone and voice

-Minimal variation in sentence lengths and structures
	-A  mix of correct sentences, run-ons, and fragments
-Control in subject-verb agreement is mixed

-Control of the elements of mechanics is mixed; punctuation is missing or used incorrectly; there are misspellings

-Considerable need for editing; errors impede readability.

	3
	-Clear controlling idea
-Relevant main points

-Mostly relevant details elaborate main points; details are often general

-Writer addresses most or all aspects of the question, perhaps unevenly
	Intro is clear

-Related ideas grouped logically

-Some ideas sequenced within the paragraph

-Some transitions are used

-Conclusion provides closure
	-Vocabulary is generally effective, but there are some lapses into simpler word choice
-Tone and voice are appropriate for the assigned topic and genre

-Some variation in sentence lengths and structures
	-Most sentences are correct, but there are occasional run-ons and/or fragments
-Occasional errors in subject/verb agreement

-The elements of mechanics are mostly correct; some punctuation is missing or used incorrectly; there are some misspellings

-Moderate need for editing

	4
	-Clear controlling idea
-Relevant main points

-Relevant details elaborate main points; details are a mix of specifics and generalities

=Writer addresses all aspects of the question`
	-Intro engages/set stage
-Related ideas grouped logically

-Ideas consistently sequenced within paragraphs

-Transitions are effective

-Conclusion provides closure without repetition
	-Effective vocabulary is consistently used, with few lapses into simple word choice.
-Tone and voice are appropriate for the assigned topic and genre

-Varied sentence length and structures
	-A variety of sentences are correct
-Subjects/verbs agree

-Word forms are correct

-The elements of mechanics are correct in a variety of contexts

-Little need for editing

	5
	-Clear controlling idea
-Relevant main points

-Relevant, mostly specific details elaborate main points

-Writer addresses all aspects of the question
	-Intro engages/sets stage
-Related ideas grouped logically

-Ideas consistently sequenced within and between paragraphs

-Transitions are varied and effective

-Conclusion provides closure without repetition
	-Effective vocabulary is used throughout
-Tone and voice are appropriate for the assigned topic and genre

-Varied sentence lengths, structures, and beginnings
	-A wide variety of sentences
-Subjects/verbs agree

-Word forms are correct.

-The elements of mechanics are correct in a wide variety of contexts.

-Very little, if any, need for editing
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