The student produces an informational writing that:
· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a speaker’s voice, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on a subject.

· Creates an organizing structure appropriate to a specific purpose, audience, and context.

· Includes appropriate facts and details.

· Excludes extraneous details and inappropriate information.

· Uses a range of appropriate strategies, such as providing facts and details, describing or analyzing the subject, and narrating a relevant anecdote.

· Draws from more than one source of information such as speakers, books, newspapers, and online materials.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing.

· Lifts the level of language using appropriate strategies including word choice.

The student produces a narrative that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a point of view, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Establishes a plot, point of view, setting, and conflict, and/or the significance of events.

· Creates an organizing structure.

· Includes sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character.

· Excludes extraneous details and inconsistencies.

· Develops complex characters through actions describing the motivation of characters and character conversation.

· Uses a range of appropriate narrative strategies such as flashback, foreshadowing, dialogue, tension, or suspense.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing.

· Lifts the level of language using appropriate strategies including word choice.

The student produces a persuasive essay that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a speaker’s voice, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· States a clear position in support of a proposal.

· Supports a position with relevant evidence.

· Creates an organizing structure appropriate to a specific purpose, audience, and context.

· Addresses reader concerns.

· Excludes extraneous details and inappropriate information.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing.

· Raises the level of language using appropriate strategies (word choice).

The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.  The student:
· Uses and identifies the eight parts of speech (noun, pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective, conjunction, preposition, interjection)

· Expands or reduces sentences (adding or deleting modifiers, combining or revising sentences)

· Uses and identifies verb phrases and verb tenses.

· Recognizes that a word performs different functions according to its position in the sentence.

· Varies the sentence structure by kind (declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences and functional fragments), order, and complexity (simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex).

· Uses and identifies correct mechanics (apostrophes, quotation marks, comma use in compound sentences, paragraph indentations) and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments and run-ons).

· Uses additional knowledge of correct mechanics, correct sentence structure, and correct Standard English spelling when writing, revising, and editing.
